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INTRODUCTION 
 

This little check list is a preliminary attempt to list the large numbers of projectors made 

by Siegmund Lubin from the time he entered the field of animated pictures in 1896  to 

the time he exited in 1916. This is not an attempt to write a history of his work as this has 

already being excellently penned by Mr. Joseph P. Eckhardt in his seminal work The 

King of the Movies – Film Pioneer Siegmund Lubin, Teaneck, New Jersey, 1997, which I 

highly recommend. 
 

This check list is divided into four sections:  
 

Section I, 1896-1899, covers the very early period not only of his early primitive 

projectors but the early period of the cinema itself of which he was a very important part 

of. 
 

Section II, 1899-1903, Lumiere Type, covers his sojourn in Berlin (where he had lived 

earlier in his life) when his Lawyers advised him to leave the country in fear of being 

jailed due to the Law Suite bought against him by Thomas Edison in his attempt to 

control the movie industry in the United States. 
 

Section III, Wood front, no wood on the sides 
 

Section IV, 1903-1908(?), covers the period of his wooden case projectors. 
 

Section V, 1907-1916 (?) covers the period of his final projectors, the Underwriters 

Model which was all metal.  
 

Section VI, some Lubin cameras 
 

Section VII Lubin patents 
 

Section VIII Bibliography 
 

In looking at this book it should be obvious to all that this listing would not have been 

possible was it not for the archives of Carey Williams, the Dean of movie projector 

collectors. And I wish here to thank him for his kindness and the openness of his help and 

encouragement not only for this little book but for all his help in the totality of my work. 
 

I wish to also thank Joseph P. Eckhardt, author of The King of the Movies – Film Pioneer 

Siegmund Lubin the definitive work on the life and work of Siegmund Lubin. 
 

And of course I cannot forget George C. Hall a very erudite scholar of the early cinema 

and of the cinema in Arizona in particular. 
 

Soterios Gardiakos 

May 5, 2010 
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LUBIN PROJECTORS 
 

 
 

This was probably the first Lubin projector made by Lubin with the help of Francis 

Jenkins. The Stand is very similar to the one used by the Armat Vitascope  
 

RAY BRYAN FILES, Museum of the Moving Image, Astoria, New York 
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LUBIN PROJECTORS 
 

 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1896 model, this was most likely also made with the help of Francis 

Jenkins and is probably a copy of the Phantoscope, note the colt light housing 

 

 

RAY BRYAN FILES, Museum of the Moving Image, Astoria, New York 
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SPOOLBANK CINEOGRAPH 

 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1897 spoolbank 

 

RAY BRYAN FILES, Museum of the Moving Image, Astoria, New York 
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CINEOGRAPH 
 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1897 model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles Musser, THE EMERGENCE OF CINEMA – THE AMERICAN SCREEN TO 

1907, Berkeley 1990, page 168 
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1898 SPOOLBANK CINEOGRAPH 

 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1898 model 

From a reprint of a 1898 Lubin catalog 

Notice the “film Box” used to contain the film as it runs continuously, this was Lubin’s 

answer to Edison’s Spoolbank mechanism which was open to the air system of pulleys, 

versus the Lubin film box that does the same job, but sits under the projector and is 

enclosed. 
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1898 CINEOGRAPH 
 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1898 model 

From a reprint of a 1898 Lubin catalog 
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1898 CINEOGRAPH 
 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1898 model 

From a reprint of a 1898 Lubin catalog 
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1898 CINEOGRAPH 
 

 
 

Joseph P. Eckhardt The King of the Movies, page 23 
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1898 CINEOGRAPH 

 

 
 

1898 Lubin Cineograph and stereopticon combined. The Jack Judson Collection at the 

Magic Lantern Castle Museum San Antonio, Texas 

 

 

 

 



 17 

CINEOGRAPH PROJECTIONIST 

 

 
 

Projectionist operating a Cineograph accompanied with a gramophone for sound. 

Courtesy Carey Williams
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II 

LUMIERE TYPE 

1899-1903 
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1899 LUMIERE TYPE CINEOGRAPH 
 

 
 

1899 Cineograph from a Lubin catalog 

 
 
The following article (next page) appeared in the January 1899 issue of 

The Phonoscope, a Monthly Journal devoted to Scientific and Amusement 
Inventions appertaining to Sound and Sight. The year 1899 was certainly 

the cutoff date of the spoolbank as far as Lubin’s Cineograph was 
concerned. I think this was probably very close to the time when the 
spoolbank must have ceased being manufactured by all other projector 

makers as well. I have always believed that the era of the spoolbank was 
very short, and I believe this confirms my belief. I am very thankful to 
George C. Scott for this most important article as well as so much other 

information he has shared with me.  
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1899 LUMIERE TYPE CINEOGRAPH 

 
The Phonoscope, Vol. III No. 1, January 1899 

Courtesy George C. Hall 
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1899 LUMIERE TYPE CINEOGRAPH 

 

 
 

Der Komet 1899, The King of the Movies, page 32 

Joseph P. Eckhardt collection 
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LUBIN’S CINEOGRAPH & FILM – FABRIK G.m.b.H. 

 

 
 

End of 1901/beginning of 1902 

Courtesy Filmmuseum Potsdam 
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1901 LUMIERE TYPE CINEOGRAPH 
 

 
 

1901 Cineograph 

Courtesy Carey Williams 
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LUMIERE TYPE CINEOGRAPH 

 

 
 

Patent 645,9489 used for Lumiere type projectors 
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LUMIERE TYPE CINEOGRAPH 

 

 
 

Patent 645,9489 used for Lumiere type projectors 
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1902 CINEOGRAPH WOOD FRONT 
 

 
 

1902 Cineograph 

Courtesy Carey Williams 
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1903 CINEOGRAPH WOOD FRONT 
 

 
 

This is the earliest dated add showing a “wooden” Cineograph  

From a 1903 Lubin catalog from the collection in the 

International Museum of Photography at George Eastman House 

Courtesy Carey Williams 
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1904 LUBIN WOODEN CASE PROJECTORS 
 

 
1904 Lubin movie projector no serial number 

Joseph P. Eckhartd collection 

ebay Item # 745502837, Dec 6, 2002. 
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1904 LUBIN WOODEN CASE  PROJECTORS 

 

 
 

1904 Lubin movie projector no serial number 

Joseph P. Eckhartd collection 

ebay Item # 745502837, Dec 6, 2002.
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1906 LUBIN WOODEN CASE PROJECTORS 

 
 

In this 1906 catalog, of which I have a photocopy of all of its 16 pages there is no all 

metal Projector offered. In the “Directions for Setting Up and Operating the “MARVEL” 

Cineograph with Stereopticon Combined” also dated 1906 it illustrates the “wooden” 

Cineograph. The wooden projector is advertised in the 1907 and 1908 catalogs along with 

the metal Projector. 

Courtesy Carey Williams Archives 
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LUBIN WOODEN CASE PROJECTORS 
 

 

 
 

Lubin movie projector serial number 2832 

Soterios Gardiakos collection 
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LUBIN WOODEN CASE PROJECTORS 
 

 

 
 

Lubin, 35 mm projector, serial number 2832 detail 

Soterios Gardiakos collection 
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LUBIN WOODEN CASE PROJECTORS 

 

 
 

Lubin, 35 mm projector, serial number 2832 detail 

Soterios Gardiakos collection 
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ALL METAL 
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1907 LUBIN ALL METAL  PROJECTOR 
 

 
 

I have photocopies of two 1907 dated Lubin catalogs. 

The first and larger of the two catalogs is dated June 1907 and features only the wooden 

model of the Lubin Cineograph.  

The second catalog dated December 1907 features the all metal “Underwriters Approved 

Model” projector and I assume that this is the first year the all metal Projectors started to 

be manufactured. 

Courtesy Carey Williams archives 
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1907 LUBIN ALL METAL  PROJECTOR 

 

 
 

1907 parts catalog 
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1907 LUBIN ALL METAL PROJECTORS 

 

 
 1.  Feed Sprocket Gear......................................$   .35 

 2.  Intermittent gear...........................................$  .65 

 3. Intermittent Gear...........................................$  .50 

 4. intermittent gear............................................$  .75 

 5. Left Driving Gear...........................................$ 1.00 

 6 & 7.  Intermittent Gears...each.......................$  .35 

 8. Take up Sprocket Gear...................................$  .50 

 9. Framing Carriage............................................. 

10. Fly Wheel....................................................$  1.00 

11. Pin Wheel or Geneva Driver........................$ 1.50 

12. Shutter Gears...............................................$   .50 

13. Pin Wheel Driving Gear.................................$  .50 

14. Plain Bushing.................................................$  .20 

15. Rollers.....................................................each   .20 

16. Roller Bracket................................................$  .75 

17. Roller Collar...................................................$  .10 

18. Take-up Roller Bracket.................................$ 1.00 

19.  Bracket Spring..............................................$  .05 

20.  Moving Picture Lens Flange Collar...............$  .50 

21.  Automatic Shutter Lift and Chain................$ 1.50 

22.  Aperture Plate..............................................$1.25 

23. Film Gate or Door.........................................$ 1.50 

24. Door Pin........................................................$  .25 

25. Door Rollers...........................................each    .20 

26. Film Tension Springs.................................pair  .15 

27. Top Feed Sprocket, Brass.............................$ 1.50 

27a. Top Feed Sprocket, Steel............................$ 2.50 

28. Top Feed Sprocket Gear................................$  .75 

29. Take-up Sprocket, Brass................................$  .75 

29a. Take-up Sprocket, Steel.............................$ 2.50 

30. Take-up Sprocket Gear..................................$  .75 

31.  Driving Pulley..............................................$ 1.25 

32.  Center Bracket Spring..................................$  .50 

33.  Automatic fire protector.............................$ 2.25 

34.  Shutter with Wings.....................................$ 1.00 

35.  Shutter Gear, with shaft...............................$  .75 

36.  Film Guard....................................................$  .50 

37.  Eccentric Bushing.........................................$  .25 

38.  Intermittent Sprocket Steel.........................$ 2.50 

39.  Intermittent Sprocket, Brass.......................$ 1.50 

40.  Star Wheel Shaft..........................................$  .75 

41.  Stereopticon Bracket  Holder.......................$  .75 

42.  Carriage Lift.................................................$ 1.50 

43.  Carriage Lifter...............................................$  .25 

44.  Door Lock.....................................................$  .75 

45.  Bottom Bracket Shaft...................................$  .25 

46.  Top Bracket Shaft.........................................$  .35 

47.  Machine Crank.............................................$  .75 

48.  Machine crank screw...................................$  .25 

49.  Main Driving Shaft.......................................$ 1.25 

50.  Crank Friction Sleeve...................................$  .75 

51.  Outer Crank Sleeve.....................................$  1.25 

52.  Friction Pulley.............................................$ 1.00 

53.  Friction Cam................................................$ 1.00 

54.  Main Driving Shaft.......................................$ 1.25 

55.  Combination Driving Gear...........................$ 1.50 

56.  Main Driving Gear.......................................$ 1.00 

57.  Thumb Screw for the Head-board................$  .10 

58.  Screw for the Film Magazines......................$  .10 

59.  Reel Winder Frame......................................$ 

60.  Reel Winder Gear and Crank.......................$ 1.00 

61.  Reel Spindle..................................................$  .75 

62.  Stereopticon Bracket and Thumb Sc............$  .50 

63.  Stereopticon Lens Bracket Rod....................$  .20      
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1908 LUBIN ALL METAL PROJECTORS 
 

 
 

1908 Lubin Catalog 
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LUBIN ALL METAL  PROJECTORS 
 

 
 

Lubin all metal movie projector serial number 5473 

Soterios Gardiakos collection 
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Patent 1,027,735 
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Patent 1,027,735 
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Patent 1,027,735 
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LUBIN CAMERAS 

 

 
 

The Lubin Company in the Southwest 1912-1913 Images from the collection of Jean 

Fulton Grand daughter of P. J. MaCoffray Lubin Cameraman 1907-1918 

Courtesy Professor George C. Hall 
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LUBIN CAMERAS 
 

 
 

The Lubin Company in the Southwest 1912-1913 Images from the collection of Jean 

Fulton Grand daughter of P. J. MaCoffray Lubin Cameraman 1907-1918 

Courtesy Professor George C. Hall 
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LUBIN PATENTS 
 

645,949 - J.J. Frawley, Projection Apparatus, Filed Apr 17, 1899, Patented Mar 27, 1900 

812,537 - O.T. Weiser, Fire Insulator and Extinguisher, Filed Apr. 12, 1905, Patented   

                 Feb. 18, 1906 

857,697 - O.T. Weiser, Life Motion Picture Projecting Machine, patented June 25 1907 

881,512 - O.T. Weser, Moving Picture Projecting Machine,  patented March 10 1908 

978,454 - J.B. Johnson, Film Window Mechanism for Kinetoscopes, Filed Feb 19,   

                 1900, Patented Dec. 13, 1912 

1,027,735 - J.B. Johnson, Moving Picture Machine, Filed Jan 29, 1909, Patented May 28  

                 1912 

1,031,750 - O.T. Weiser, Moving Picture Projecting Machine, Filed July 10, 1908  

                  patented July 9, 1912 

1,082,053 - J. Tessier, Tripod Head, Filed April 30, 1912, Patented Dec 12, 1913 

1,087,996 - J. Tessier, Motion Picture Mechanism, Filed April 30, 1913, Patented Feb.  

                  24, 1914 

1,111,506 - J. Tessier, Film Magazine, Filed Apr. 30, 1913, Patented Sept. 22, 1914 

1,126,589 - J. Tessier, Film Guiding Mechanism, Filed Apr. 30, 1913, Patented  Jan. 26,  

                  1915 

1.152,238 - J. Tessier, Camera Lens and Diaphragm Adjusting Mechanism, Filed Apr.  

                  30, 1913, Patented Aug. 31, 1915 

1,159,130 - J. Tessier, Motion Picture Film, Filed Feb. 8, 1915, Patented Nov 2, 1915 

1,205,582 - J. Tessier, Motion Picture Printing Machine, Filed Aug. 21, 1914, Patented  

                   Nov 21, 1916 

1,205,583  J. Tessier, Film Cleaning and Polishing Mechanism, Filed July 11, 1916,  

                  Patented Nov 21, 1916 

1,205,632 - L.J.R. Holst, Photographic Printing Machine, Filed Oct 23, 1914, Patented  

                  Nov. 21, 1916 

 

The above patent numbers courtesy Joseph P. Eckhardt 

 

1,027, 735 - J. B. Johnson, Moving Picture Moving Machine, patented May 28, 1912 

 



 55 

 

 

 

 

VIII 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 



 56 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

Blum, Daniel, A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE SILENT SCREEN, New York, 1953 

 

Eckhardt, Joseph P., THE KING OF THE MOVIE – Film Pioneer Siegmund Lubin, 

Teaneck, New Jersey, 1997 

 

Eckhardt, Joseph P., and Kowall, Linda, PEDDLER OF DREAMS – Siegmund Lubin and 

the creation of the Motion Picture Industry 1896-1916, Philadelphia PA 1984.  

Gardiakos Soterios, THE CINEMATIC MACHINERY COLLECTION OF SOTERIOS 

GARDIAKOS. Kalamata Aurora 2002 with updates 

 

Hulfish, David Sherrill, CYCLOPEDIA OF MOTION PICTURE WORK, published in 

several updated editions, Chicago 

 

Kowall, Linda, Siegmund Lubin – the Forgotten Filmmaker, Pennsylvania Heritage, 12, 

1, winter, 1986, pp 18-27 

 

Malkames, Don G., EARLY PROJECTOR MECHANISMS. Foreword by Bernard D. 

Plarun, October 1957 Journal of the SMPTE, Volume 66 

 

Musser, Charles, THE EMERGENCE OF CINEMA – The American screen to 1907, 

Berkeley, California, 1990 

 

Ramsaye, Terry, A MILLION AND ONE NIGHTS – A HISTORY OF THE MOTION 

PICTURE, 1964 reprint of the New York 1926 edition. 

 

Richardson, F. H., WHAT HAPPENED IN THE BEGINNING, September 1925, 

transactions of the SMPTE. 

 

 

 

 

 

ARCHIVES 

 

Gardiakos, Soterios, Kalamata Greece and Aurora, Illinois USA 

Bryan, Ray, FILES, Museum of the Moving Image, Astoria, New York 

Williams, Carey, Chicago, Illinois, USA 

 

 



 57 

BOOKS AND MONOGRAPHS WRITTEN BY  

SOTERIOS GARDIAKOS 

October 1, 2011 

 

Relating to Movie Machinery 
 

Cinematic Machinery Collection of Soterios Gardiakos, 2002, ISBN 0-9777537-3-5, 

August 25, 2011, 227  pages 
 

A Warwick (Baucus & Maguire Ltd.) spoolbank Projector ca 1897 In the Collection 

of Soterios Gardiakos, Photographs by Katerina Nike Gardiakos. 2001, ISBN 0-

9777537-0-0, June 1, 2008 49 pages 
 

Pre 1900 American Made Movie Projectors. 2002. ISBN 0-9777537-4-3, June 30, 

2010, 143 pages 
 

A Compilation of Greek made Movie Projectors and other Cinematic Equipment. 

From information provided to Soterios Gardiakos by Nikos Theodosiou. 2002. 

ISBN 0-9777537-2-7, June 20, 2009, 60 pages 
 

Kinematic Peephole Machines Using a Continuous Strip of Film or Paper, 2002 

ISBN 0-9777537-5-1, June 22, 2010, 73 pages  
 

LeRoy Projectors, An enigmatic pioneer in the quest to project motion pictures on 

the big screen. ISBN 0-9777537-7-8, July 17, 2008, 48 pages 
 

Optigraph 35 mm projectors, August 23, 2008 , 49 pages 
 

The Peerless Kinetograph made by Geo. A. Knaak Co., of Oshkosh Wis. U.S.A. and 

the Veriscope Projector, An Inquiry into an enigma, September 30, 2011, 33 pages. 
 

A Prototype 35 mm Movie Projector in the Collection of Soterios Gardiakos Made 

by Carl J. Lang (Lang Manufacturing works) of Olean, New York, March 15, 2010, 56 

pages 
 

Peep Show Phantoscope ca 1904-1905 made by C. Francis Jenkins in the Collection 

of Soterios Gardiakos, November 22, 2010, 34 pages 
 

Spoolbank Projectors, 2001.ISBN 0-9777537-1-9, June 31, 2010, 82 pages 
 

Selig Polyscope Movie Projectors made by William N. Selig – a compilation, 

September 25 2011, 62 pages. 
 

Cineograph movie projectors and some cameras Made by  Siegmund Lubin 1896-

1916  A checklist, October 25, 2011 62 pages 
 

From the JENKINS PHANTOSCOPE to the ARMAT VITASCOPE 

Chronologically arranged, June 25, 2011,  132 pages 



 58 

Works in progress relating to movie machinery 

  
A Possible Classification of Thomas Edison’s Kinetoscopes, 2002, (Incomplete, work 

in progress) 
 

35mm Movie Projectors, A work in progress with over 1,300 pages so far. (Dec. 2006) 

 

Relating to Numismatics 
 

The Coinage of Modern Greece, Crete, the Ionian Islands and Cyprus, Chicago, 

1969, ISBN 0-916710-02-5, 96 pp, + 16 plates, hardbound 
 

The Coins of Cyprus 1489-1571, Chicago, 1975, ISBN 0-916710-19-X, 32 pp, fully 

Illustrated, paper cover 
 

A Catalogue of the Coins of Dalmatia et Albania 1410-1797. Chicago, 1970 

 ISBN 0-916710-67-x, 32 pp, illustrated, maps, tables, paper cover 
 

The Coinages of Alexander the Great, S. Gardiakos Editor. ISBN 0-916710-82-3, 

1,007 pp, +157 plates, hardbound in three volumes 

 

Books on Soterios Gardiakos 
 

The Sculptures of Soterios Gardiakos, (From the Bronze age to the Modern Age)  

By Chryssafenia Gardiakos, Photographs by Brad Baskin and Katerina Nike Gardiakos.  

September 1, 2011, ISBN 0-9777537-6-X. featuring 140 sculptures, 167 pages 
 

Selections from the collection of Soterios and Irlanda Gardiakos,September 20, 2011, 

218 pages1 
 

MY LIFE an illustrated photo album of me, my family and my friends, from the 

early twentieth century to the present. July 30, 2011, 389 pages 

 

 

Site on Movie Machinery: http://bioscope.biz/ 

             

Site on Sculpture: http://gardiakos.com/ 

 

Email: sgardiakos (omit) @aol.com 
 

 

UNIGRAPHICS INC.             

64 South Water Street        

Aurora, Illinois 60505 

 

http://bioscope.biz/
http://gardiakos.com/

