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FEEF SHOW FHANTOSCOFE

Flﬂantoscopc made bg (. Francis Jenkins of Washington DC

This is one of two Jenkins peep show Phantoscope known to me.

New forward June 12, 2008

As | have often said that when one owns a “thing” it is so difficult to be objective when
all the facts surrounding it are not there. We think it is more important, older and rarer
then it may actually be. And what seems apparent is not necessarily so, the “continuous
strip of paper folded” as stated in my June 10, 2008 forward, is not so. Jenkins “pasted”
the scenes to be shown perpendicular to a strip of paper with a space between each sheet
to accomplish his illusion of motion.

I went back through my archives and there it was a simple paragraph written by C,
Francis Jenkins himself in the October 1920 in the Transactions of the SMPE journal:

“My own contribution to this line was a Phantoscope toy (U.S. Patent No. 779,364,
1905) in which a flexible band was employed, the card being attached thereto by
their lower ends and having a spaced relation of about five thousands inch. This
close spacing of the cards assured a firm adhesion to the band and to each other.”

There, we now have a date of 1904 for the patent application and a date of 1905 for the
granting of the patent. Mystery solved. A Lippincott’s magazine ad of 1909 lists the
additional patent number 765,580 filed May 7, 1904 and issued July 19, 1904.

Forward of June 10, 2008

Jenkins Phantoscope apparently used a continuous strip of paper folded, and as the crank
was turned it acted as flip cards as in a Mutoscope. Any one having more information and
literature such as advertisements or better photos of this Phantoscope please write the
author. I believe this Phantoscope to have been made in the mid 1890’s.

There are only two references, known to me, on this peep show viewer.
1) The Ray Bryan Files, Astoria NY
2) Jack E. Geick article in the International Projectionist, January 1955 (left in as a
point of reference only, it is obviously incorrect in view of the new findings).

There are two other sources referring to a Phantoscope peep show but | cannot tell what
specific apparatus they are referring to, possibly to patent number 536,569, issued on
March 26, 1895,

3) Internet site http://www.earlycinema.com/atoz/index.html

4) Charles Musser The emergence Cinema-the American screen to 1907, page 100
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women control more than 51% of the personal wealth in the United States,
October, 1920, Transactions of the SMPE journal



FPEEF SHOW PHANTOSCOFE

PHANTOSCOPE MOVING PICTURE MA-
CHINE (JENKINS).

Mina Fisher Hammer, History of Kodak and its continuation, New York 1940



FPEEF SHOW PHANTOSCOFPE

SYSTEM for DECEMBER—ADVERTISING SECTION

“WORTH
LOOKING
INTO’

the best s
YOUNG " i Framosope.”

an animated picture machine, new and absohnely different
” from anything beretofore known, By motion pictures vivid
as in real life, it ponm{ gﬁ reat events, moving trains and auto-
moblleo. lltt!. animals, fire engines and hundreds of other

“action scencs” from all corners of our globe, In a cavalry
scene the troop is actually marching, the horses are toss-
ing their heads, friends are waving handkerchicfs—the thing

’ is actually hacr?ening before one’s cyes. “Young folks" are
amazed and delighted with the Phantoscope bitions and
’ they are entertaining to adults as well,

w&c Mtnwop bdm llk-oﬁoapiaummhlhbaw
bly aiiest the mechan-

ical peefection and movelly of The Ph
NOW NOTE THIS—The Phlntocu:pc does not need the
l F T constant attention of an adult. It ean be opemed by any two
r old child alone and unassisted, In this it is rldic&lly dif-

ferent from most mechanical toys,
The Phantoscope is carefully constructed, standi ‘Muhdui&hnnd

lhe metaltic e.dmhc e h finrly fimished in Black enamel
5"" are ﬁmml) indestructible and nddnhml o-s mav be
filty ceots per

765,580 num to phon

mx1 present 10 an o mn- of two and
mm fet it be meuon'ibzmﬂ” =l o

PHANTOSCOPE
and 3 50
TWO RECORDS

“The One Best Christmas Gift”’

Remit in most convenlent form, U. S. or Express Money

‘Order, Bank Draft or Y- Persomal Check.—Better order now.
Hawke Mnmfac Co.

Ship at once, Phanlmcope and coords as per ad.

Name —
Street
City

The Magazine of Business, Vol. 14 December 1908
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“MovingPictures
i at
Home’

llm'm«h‘vm-m 1, send poninl for

Lippincott’s Monthly magazine, Philadelphia, Vol. 84, 1909, p. v
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NewX-masPresent

=———=THE PHANTOSCOPE—

LIFE MOTION
PIC TURES

Brings to your fireside scenes from
all over the world with the vividness
of actual life. Notable happenings,
swift trains, fire engines, elephants,

camels, soldiers, sailors, Japanese $2 50
Geisha girls, etc., e¢te. @ 1@ 2:
The Phantoscope is simple and :

e Pha e 3 AP R, With Two Picture
strong. A child can operate it Racords
More than a toy—it’s a real enter- -

Extra Picture Recordn
tainer. Grown- ups uuu\ it as uvll 50 Cts. per Pair,

1 s - $ About 0 Separute Plc-
as ¢ hl \IH o | . o - ‘. tures in Eachd Picture

Send AConey ()rdu for one Tmfur; Record

The JENKINS PHANTOSCOPE CO.

Washington. D. C,, U'S. A.

McLures Magazine, 1905
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ITCHIE  ENTERTHINMENT

LAl
307

Phantoscope sheet in the Ray Bryan Files, Astoria NY
(Left in as a point of reference only, it’s dating is obviously incorrect in view of the new
findings)
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From Toy to a Great Industry

Ill. THE LIVING PICTURE. The concluding article of three in which are
detailed the development of the motion picture from its Inception down
to the present. Originally appearing in “Movie Makers” Magazine, these
articles attracted widespread industry interest and acclaim as a vital
contribution to the literature.

By Jack E. Geick

FIG. 12. lJenkins’s Phantoscope viewer moved
hundreds of small cards as in o flip-book.

Fig. 12 Jenkins’s Phantoscope viewer moved
Hundreds of small cards as in a flip-book

“A Home viewer marketed by Jenkins between 1894 and 1896 is shown in
Fig 12. Also called a Phantoscope, this viewer contained several hundred
individual frames printed on small card, which were mechanically flipped
when the crank was turned. The sequence in this machine includes a
performance by a troupe of circus elephants.”

International Projectionist, January 1955.
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope
Collection Soterios Gardiakos
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope
Collection Soterios Gardiakos
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope
Collection Soterios Gardiakos
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope
Collection Soterios Gardiakos
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope
Collection Soterios Gardiakos
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope
Collection Soterios Gardiakos
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope
Collection Soterios Gardiakos
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Illustrating the how the strip of photos was set up to give the illusion of motion.
S. F. Spira and Eaton S. Lothrop, Jr., THE HISTORY OF PHOTOGRAPHY AS SEEN

THROUGH THE SPIRA COLLECTION, no place or date, page 186. | want to thank
Professor Erkki Huhtamo for bringing this to my attention.

20
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Na. 765,580, PATENTED JULY 18, 1904.
. L. JENEINS.

MOVING FICTUHE APPARATUS.
APRLIDATION TILID MAX. T, 1004,

30 WODEL.

Sruee Eﬁg«-.&...'«

WITNESSES: INVENTOR

Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope patent 765,580
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Ko. 779,364, PATENTED JAN. 3, 1804,
0. F. JENKINS.

MOVING PICTURE APPARATUS.
APPLIOATION FILED JUNE 30, 1908,

| Nt &
\\\\\\\\\\Q\M&m\\i&\\\\&&?&\\\\ﬁx\%&

WITNESSES: 1 oR
A . Drew @ M A e
IW

Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope patent 779,364
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No. 770,304,

Patsnted January 3, 1005,

UNITED StaTES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES FRANCIS JENKINS, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
ASSIGNOR TO JENKINS PHANTOSCOPE COMPANY, A CORPORATION OF

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

MOVING-PICTURE APPARATUS.

SPECIVICATION forming part of Lotters Patent No, 770,304, dated January 3, 1905,
Application fied Juas J0, 1004, Herlal Nou 214,704,

To all whom it may soncern:

Be it known that I, Cranrres Knaxom Juxe
Kins, of Warhington, Distriet of Columbia,
lmvﬁ iu}'eutﬁl 0 new Amd useful hpmommam

s in Mov ctare Apparatus, o 1 the
following inn full, cloar, and exact doserd y

This invention rolates to that goneral class
of apparatuy knownas ™ wovi ne™ mon
chines and the inl class in which tho sov-

1o eral pictures of the series are printed on oands | has
atwached

at one end to a belt or othor oo

mon CArrier.

The principal object of the invention isto
provide means whereby the m-cudsunf
15 be closely grouped on « which are remd-
ig interchangeslls in the exhibiting conchine.
featuros are secured in the manner dis
closed in the following specification, and ne-

com) ing drawings, in which—
20 ml shows tho picture-cards mownted
on the band or carrier; Fig. 2, the methol of

the pictores before auacking them
%&M Fig. 8, the pictero-cards

! s
adjacent canly, the sopara-

{

wors in moat canen boing litkle, if any, thicker
than the pietnvesonmls,  When the full com- so
plemaont s shug arenogxd, tho serow 1 is turned
up, elunplﬁ the whole frmly.: pack is
now inverted, and the free marging of the
cands, which projort bayond the separators,
wee dinpod into x shallow pan containing elas- ¢
ne or compound rendored
liquid by beat or otherwise. When the glua
risen 10 a proper heighit on the picture-
oards, ns shown by the line E, Fig. 1,
nrllhrxm betwoen the 60
pack is lifted out and put down on
F, of canvas, Jeather, or other sui
able tanterial, and allowed to set, aftor which
the form B and the w Care removed.
1t has bioan found advantageous to have the 65
or

¥
£

3 This givesn clastic tn-
terial botwoen the cands and the band. It has
also boen found that with the propor compo-

.w‘o:dotdn bindi m_l«hlmhndkm— 70

Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope patent 779,364
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f23 T304
down rénuires that a number of the picture- | of ench eard of the st and also extending to
cands bolnntdo'nto:)md«lhoao-‘ommiddbm from the carrier, between
teat, and this is very difflen Another ad-  the cardy, and by adbesion counecting the lat-
vantage io the movable detent s that with eml faces of the sdjacent cards,

the cards to remain | 4. In moving-picture tp'pnnm the com- 45
standing, so that they do not soquire & *"wot,” | bination with a flexible basxd or carrivr, of olas-

Tho drum L issimplyavolling bhung

19 in the loop of the pictare-band to aid in hold-

sng ch;{ baod In teactional contact with the
rum K,

1t should be noted that very great advans
tage aoernes from the wse of an elwtic mo-
£5 diom for holdiog the cards together, not the
Toast of which is the passibility of wsing stitf
cards orflmor motal shonld oconsion require,
the required elasticity beingstorod in the mne
miiul ':mmh- ing the picture to the belt.
¢
1. In moving picture appamtus, the come
Uination with a sot of series pictoro-cardsnor-
mally parallel und [n veglstry, of elastio e
torind connecting the warginal purtion of one
25 Interal faco of each card to the corresponding
portion of the pext eard and holding all the
cards out of contact with ench other,
2, In moving-picture apprratus, the com-
Livation with o st of normally parallel,
3¢ slightly separated sorios pictaroscands honri
serios pictures, of olastic mator

registori
inuz:g betwoon tive succossive candsalony
ono of thesmo and holding them out of
contac) with ench other while uniting thom,
35 by sdbesion 1o oacli,

3. In moving-picture apparatus, the cons
:lguuea with & st of normal -
m’u‘:& carrier, olastic malorial covering one

40 faco of llnan;umdmwmmm

tie material borne by ono face of the band, and
nsot ofaevies pictarecards haying corvespond-
i insaid materialat come

tact while uniting their opposing fuces along
lh; e::u'mlduil ins, =
. In mov nc-pztme apparatus, the com-

dination with nset of serics picture-cands each 55
having one margin , of elastic mate-
rial covering the notehed margins and by ad-
hesion uniting adjacent Internl fuces while
holding the successive cards out of contact
with ench other,

€. In moving-picture apparatus, the com-
bination with a set of eards hearing registor
ing sorios pictures, of corde extendin alonﬁ
the wholo set nenr one side of the cmﬁ». an
olastic matorin) between all sdjacent eards at 65
said sido and by ndhesion uniting the lateral
::: “::; the cards and holding the cords in

T 1o moving-picture apparatus, the coms
binntion with a flexible band, of clastic m- 70
torial adhorent to one face of sl band, and
0 st of sories ptewmrd-a‘ roximately
porpandicudar to the basd and al Turin;tha‘w
corresponding mangins ¢in in said s
tarial al some distance from oneh other,

C, FRANCIS JENKINS.
Witnowses:
A. B Danw,
W, Crapuxce Duvarad

Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope patent 779,364
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An order for a Phantoscope with a $4.00 draft dated Dec. 16, 1904
Source: ebay item 360277571830 July 1, 2010
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OTHER
MACHINES
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LUBINS HOME CINEOGRAFH

Lubin’s Home Cineograph
Note the similarity between Lubin’s Home Cineograph and Jenkins Peep Show
Phantoscope, only the base appears to be different different. Jenkins and Lubin had a long

relationship of working together since 1896. This appeared in the Dramatic Mirror in the
spring of 1909. Eckhardt, the king of the Movies, page 77.

27



CABINET PHANTOSCOFE

Jenkins had made an earlier peepshow viewer called a “Cabinet
Phantoscope” which was exhibited as stated below:

"Jenkins then turned to devising a peephole machine similar to the
Kinetoscope but operating on sufficiently different principles to avoid
Edison's patents. This "cabinet Phantoscope™ premiered at the Pure Food
Exposition in Washington, D.C., in mid November 1894. Whether or not the
machine was actually operational is unknown, but it enjoyed little
subsequent commercial success"

Charles Musser, The emergence Cinema-the American screen to 1907, page
100

It would seem that this machine was actually made and functioned according
to an article written by Thomas Armat, My Part in the Development of the
Motion Picture Projector, appearing in the March 1935 Journal of the SMPE
Volume 24.

“It developed that Jenkins, with the cooperation and assistance of Professor
Bliss and E. F. Murphy, the later having charge of the Edison Kinetoscope in
the Columbia Phonograph parlors in Washington, had assembled a
modification of the Edison Kinetoscope, in which all Edison parts, films,
sprockets, etc., were used. Jenkins called this peep-hole machine a
“Phantoscope” and applied for a patent on it November 24, 1894. The patent
was issued as No. 536,539 (actually 536,569) on March 26, 1895. As the
patent shows, the Jenkins modification differed from the Kinetoscope only
In respect to the shutter. Instead of using a rotating shutter with a slit in it for
exposing the continuously running film over a stationary electric light bulb,
Jenkins rotated the bulb itself.”

28
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1907, page 100



CABINET FPHANTOSCOFE

(No Model.)
C. F. JENKINS.
PHANTOSCOPE.
No. 536,569. Patent ar. 26, 1895,
Ltg-£
—L____——_-'__ 5 o |/
V4 *A :
;
|
’57' . Z Vi §
i;‘? c O
n
p
A
J
@. Q—m‘, .--&:«/Aj(»(u
Witnesseos ( j

Ray Bryan Files

Jenkins Cabinet Phantoscope Patent 536,569
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DAVIS KINETOSCOFE FPATENT

No. 617,843, Pateated Jas. 10, 1899,
W. B. DAYIS.

KINCTOSCTOPE.
Apptashan Bk Bac 1

AN Matel)

PREPIIIIT,

7 ‘ 3 -
. - -
a4 e
&
{ !"‘—é’"
WITNESSES N - .d{ .‘.vv‘(nlm >
A than. K10 Gacis.,
ar
S ATTORVETS

Walter B. Davis patent 617,643 applied December 1, 1897, granted Jan 10, 1899
Was this the patent used to make the Jenkins Phantoscope?

Bachelor's theses - Page 35

University of Wisconsin--Madison. College of Engineering - Science - 1914
617,643 WB Davis. A sort of book-kinetoscope, using a band carrying plates
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http://books.google.com/books?id=AtdpAAAAMAAJ&q=WB+davis+kinetoscope&dq=WB+davis+kinetoscope&lr=&cd=4
http://books.google.com/books?q=+subject:%22Science%22&lr=
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BOOKS AND MONOGRAPHS WRITTEN BY
SOTERIOS GARDIAKOS

October 1, 2011
Relating to Movie Machinery

Cinematic Machinery Collection of Soterios Gardiakos, 2002, ISBN 0-9777537-3-5,
August 25, 2011, 227 pages

A Warwick (Baucus & Maguire Ltd.) spoolbank Projector ca 1897 In the Collection
of Soterios Gardiakos, Photographs by Katerina Nike Gardiakos. 2001, ISBN O-
9777537-0-0, June 1, 2008 49 pages

Pre 1900 American Made Movie Projectors. 2002. ISBN 0-9777537-4-3, June 30,
2010, 143 pages

A Compilation of Greek made Movie Projectors and other Cinematic Equipment.
From information provided to Soterios Gardiakos by Nikos Theodosiou. 2002.
ISBN 0-9777537-2-7, June 20, 2009, 60 pages

Kinematic Peephole Machines Using a Continuous Strip of Film or Paper, 2002
ISBN 0-9777537-5-1, June 22, 2010, 73 pages

LeRoy Projectors, An enigmatic pioneer in the quest to project motion pictures on
the big screen. ISBN 0-9777537-7-8, July 17, 2008, 48 pages

Optigraph 35 mm projectors, August 23, 2008 , 49 pages

The Peerless Kinetograph made by Geo. A. Knaak Co., of Oshkosh Wis. U.S.A. and
the Veriscope Projector, An Inquiry into an enigma, September 30, 2011, 33 pages.

A Prototype 35 mm Movie Projector in the Collection of Soterios Gardiakos Made
by Carl J. Lang (Lang Manufacturing works) of Olean, New York, March 15, 2010, 56
pages

Peep Show Phantoscope ca 1904-1905 made by C. Francis Jenkins in the Collection
of Soterios Gardiakos, November 22, 2010, 34 pages

Spoolbank Projectors, 2001.ISBN 0-9777537-1-9, June 31, 2010, 82 pages

Selig Polyscope Movie Projectors made by William N. Selig — a compilation,
September 25 2011, 62 pages.

Cineograph movie projectors and some cameras Made by Siegmund Lubin 1896-
1916 A checklist, October 25, 2011 62 pages

From the JENKINS PHANTOSCOPE to the ARMAT VITASCOPE
Chronologically arranged, June 25, 2011, 132 pages
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Works in progress relating to movie machinery

A Possible Classification of Thomas Edison’s Kinetoscopes, 2002, (Incomplete, work
in progress)

35mm Movie Projectors, A work in progress with over 1,300 pages so far. (Dec. 2006)

Relating to Numismatics

The Coinage of Modern Greece, Crete, the lonian Islands and Cyprus, Chicago,
1969, ISBN 0-916710-02-5, 96 pp, + 16 plates, hardbound

The Coins of Cyprus 1489-1571, Chicago, 1975, ISBN 0-916710-19-X, 32 pp, fully
Illustrated, paper cover

A Catalogue of the Coins of Dalmatia et Albania 1410-1797. Chicago, 1970
ISBN 0-916710-67-x, 32 pp, illustrated, maps, tables, paper cover

The Coinages of Alexander the Great, S. Gardiakos Editor. ISBN 0-916710-82-3,
1,007 pp, +157 plates, hardbound in three volumes

Books on Soterios Gardiakos

The Sculptures of Soterios Gardiakos, (From the Bronze age to the Modern Age)
By Chryssafenia Gardiakos, Photographs by Brad Baskin and Katerina Nike Gardiakos.
September 1, 2011, ISBN 0-9777537-6-X. featuring 140 sculptures, 167 pages

Selections from the collection of Soterios and Irlanda Gardiakos,September 20, 2011,
218 pagesl

MY LIFE an illustrated photo aloum of me, my family and my friends, from the
early twentieth century to the present. July 30, 2011, 389 pages

Site on Movie Machinery: http://bioscope.biz/

Site on Sculpture: http://gardiakos.com/

Email: sgardiakos (omit) @aol.com

UNIGRAPHICS INC.
64 South Water Street
Aurora, lllinois 60505

34


http://bioscope.biz/
http://gardiakos.com/

